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a full-length biography of Gandhiji. Having made that suggestion,
he -was keen on seeing the eight volumes come out as early as
possible. It is no exaggeration to say that he has taken greater
interest in this work than in. his own books.
The story of the publication of this work deserves a chapter by
itself, but this is not the place for it. I can only mention that
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru offered his active co-operation from the
very inception of the idea. He has been a source of strength to me
for many years and has taken personal interest in the publication
of this biography. He also helped me in getting valuable material,
and permitted me to use important letters in his possession. And,
above everything, he has put his faith in me, which means so much
for a sensitive person.
My chief co-worker in the present venture is Vithalbhai K.
Jhaveri, my friend and colleague for the last twelve years. We
have been together in several cultural activities. He made the
seventy-fifth birthday volume on Gandhiji a beautiful production.
In this work, he is not only responsible for the collection of rare
illustrations and documents, for the fly-leaf and the jacket, but has
also not spared himself in getting material for my research work,
He gave me access to his excellent library of Gaixdhian literature.
By embellishing this work with apt illustrations, he has made it
doubly interesting and informative. The illustrations form a vital
part of what is a documentary work, and he has shown zeal and
taste in collecting them. In designing the jacket and the fly-leaf
Vithalbhai has received hearty co-operation from S. Dasgupta.
I am solely responsible for the text as well as for the structure
of the book. I am aware of some of its defects which could perhaps
have been avoided in more suitable circumstances. My friend and
co-worker on the seventy-fifth birthday volume, M. Chalapathi Rau,
went through the whole manuscript and helped me in chiselling
it. He treated my work as his own and devoted to it several months
of his very busy time.
My manuscript was also read by my friend, N* G, Jog, who has
helped rne in other ways. Some part of the manuscript was read by
my friends, Yusuf J. Meherally, Rammanohar Lohia and Frank
Moraes, and they gave me encouragement all the time.
For four years, my friend and colleague, Anu Bandyopadhyaya,
has given me assistance in revising the manuscript. She has all